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Adoption 
by Susan Wakuta 

“he predestined us to be adopted as sons through Jesus Christ, 

in accordance to his pleasure and will.” Ephesians 1:5 [NIV] 

Most of you by now have met our foster daughter 
Cassie aka Kaci. She is a typical 13-year-old teenager 
going on 16. I will not embarrass her by letting you know 
the types of  things girls her age are into. But let’s just 
say some of  these things keep us on our toes. She is 
very bright, full of energy, and has a big heart. Sorry for 
being such a proud mom. One of  the things Kaci really 
loves doing is being a greeter on Sunday mornings, 
welcoming people to service. She enjoys saying, “Hi !!!” 
to everyone and even accompanies them across the street. Within just a couple 
of  months, our foster daughter will become our adopted daughter, Kaci Mitsuko, 
and will legally and permanently be a part of the Wakuta family. 

With the upcoming adoption, I cannot help but ref lect on, as Christians, we have 
all been adopted into God’s family through the redemption and loving sacrif ice of 
Jesus. It was God who chose us and accepts us just the way we are. He did not 
expect us to have a magnetic personality or be the ultimate professional. God 
loves us simply because He created us. No accomplishments or accolades 
earned our way into His family. It’s just a matter of  us making a choice to believe 
Jesus is Lord and Savior of  our lives. Likewise, Layne and I made a conscious 
decision for Kaci to be part of our family. She knew we loved her and had an 
open invitation to live with us. Her attorney, her social worker, and the judge 
needed to know what her decision would be toward us. Kaci chose to want to be 
a member of  our family. 

And, as God’s children, isn’t it true (well I hope so) the more we spend time and 
develop a relationship with Him, the more we become like God. We take on His 
characteristics, like the f ruit of the spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self -control (Galatians 5:22). We allow 
the Holy Spirit to work in and through us, transforming us into His likeness. I feel 
this is also true in families. You hear the old adage, “He is just a chip off the old 
block.” Well in our case, Kaci is becoming more like her father, Layne. She is 
spontaneous, loves drama (theatrical and real life), and enjoys singing and 
dancing. As far as how she is like her mother (me), Kaci is doing a great job of  
being prepared for things and always f inds joy being around children. 

As parents, we strive to give Kaci sound advice and wise counsel. However, we 
know true wisdom comes f rom God and we deliberately point her to Him. If  she 
has a problem, pray to God; if she is upset, pray to God; if  she is interested in 
boys, pray to God. It is our desire she develops a regular routine in seeking the 
Lord for guidance and wisdom. And, as children of God, we should all seek 
wisdom f rom the one who loves and created us. 

“For the Lord gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge 

and understanding.” Proverbs 2:6 [NIV] 
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SEMINARIAN SCHOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT 
BY TAK SHIMAZAKI, TOURNAMENT CHAIRMAN 

Fun in the Sun 
The well-manicured Rio Hondo Golf Course in Downey 
was the destination for 107 golfers and an army of  GVBC 
volunteers on Monday, August 13 for the 13th Annual 
Seminary Scholarship Golf  Tournament. The challenge 
of  the day was to maneuver between mature trees, 
beautiful lakes, tight fairway and numerous sand traps 
while keeping your sanity and self -control. The morning 
registration, manned by church volunteers organized by 
Frank Nakamura and Richard Imatomi, proceeded 
smoothly. Pre-tournament activities such as the NTO
[ North Torrance Optometry] putting contest, monitored 
by retired Pastor Ron Matsuda and Bob Fujita, driving 
range privileges and a delicious hamburger & hot dog 
lunch prepped our golfers for the challenges of  the round 
to come. 

Pastor Steve and Silvio Carrara were seen throughout 
the day taking photos of golfers, volunteers and tee 
sponsor signs. Tracy and Faye Nakazaki and their boys 
[Kyle, Tyler, & Cody] volunteered to fund raise on the 
course. Kyle, as an option, offered his gigantic drives on 
hole #3 for a modest donation and Faye on hole #17, a 
par 3, collected for an “On & Off ” the green raf f le for 
either a high end putter or a named pitching wedge. 
Though the heat of  the day sapped many of  our players’ 
reserves, everyone completed the round in 
approximately five hours and moved on to the post 
tournament banquet. 

I emceed the evening event, introducing our senior 
pastor Steve Langley who opened by thanking everyone 
for participating in our tournament and gave grace. A 
delicious BBQ dinner of  beef , pork ribs and chicken with 
all the trimmings satisf ied everyone’s appetites. 
Corporate sponsors present were acknowledged along 
with recognitions of  our Hole-in-One and Tee Sign 
donors. Courtney Chang, Pastor James’ charming wife, a 
scholarship recipient was our guest speaker for the 
evening. She has enrolled at Fuller Seminary to continue 
her Christian education to focus on where our Lord may 
lead. Tracy Nakazaki began raff ling numerous donated 
prizes while I, as results came, announced and 
congratulated our tournament winners, runner-ups and 
handed out numerous cash-prize envelopes throughout 
the evening. 

The Seminarian Golf  committee and volunteers were 
asked to stand brief ly and be acknowledged for their time 
and effort spent organizing our scholarship tournament. 
Tracy called out the last two raffle numbers for a cash 
prize of Five Hundred dollars ($500) followed by a 46” 
Sanyo HD TV to the delight of the winners. I ended the 
evening by opening a welcome for those interested in 
attending Sunday services at GVBC and reminded all 
we’ll look forward to seeing everyone next year. 

PHOTOS BY SILVIO CARRARA 

Pastors Annette Kakimoto & 

Steve Langley 

COURTNEY CHANG 
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YOUTH SUMMER CAMP 
BY PASTOR DANIEL MATSUDA — YOUTH 

commUNITY at Youth Summer Camp! 

by Daniel Matsuda 

Deep and challenging are two great words to summarize our Youth Summer Camp, August 5-10 at 
Alpine Conference Center.  Pastor Fred Tanizaki f rom Wintersburg Presbyterian was our main speaker 
and his messages centered on the theme of “commUNITY.” 

DEEP.  We learned that true Biblical fellowship is much deeper than just hanging out, socializing, 
superf icial f riendships at church.  Real community is centered in Jesus Christ and lived out as we suffer 
together, engage in practical acts of mercy, and serve one another.  Many of  us experienced wonderful 
depth in our relationship with God and with other believers as we shared together, laughed and cried 
together, prayed together, and worshiped God together. 

CHALLENGING.  We realized that in order to go 
deep, we also need to break out of our comfort 
zone.  Students were challenged to take steps of 
faith in sharing and praying for each other, in 
building relationships with people who seem 
distant or different f rom you.  We also ran into a 
challenging bed bug situation, which forced 
several cabins to temporarily relocate as we dealt 
with the problem.  But in the end, God gave us 
the strength to meet all of these challenges! 

Several students committed their lives to Christ 
for the f irst time, and many others made new 
commitments to God in specif ic areas of  their 
lives.  God was truly glorif ied!  
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Michael and Chris Mason 

At a congregation meeting in January, the Sakai International Bible Church 
(SIBC) family sensed God wanted them to move out of their facility. On June 10, 
another congregation meeting was held af ter members took a week to fast and 
pray about the situation. At this meeting, there was unanimous agreement. The 
Lord was leading SIBC to meet in one of the members' homes. In January, this 
would have been the least likely of  the f ive options under consideration, 
however, the Lord made it clear this was the correct move. Beginning this month 
(August), the church is transitioning to a more simple worship style as they 
gather in this home. 

The Masons request prayer for a smooth transition in adjusting to meeting in a 
home which will bring about a new way of  gathering. Please pray for the church 
family as they adjust to this major change. The Masons are excited because, 
through meeting in a home, an opportunity opens up for everyone to actively 
participate in the service. Also, keep the church leaders, Michael, Chris, and Mr. 
Noji in prayer. 

In the fall, both Michael and Chris will resume their roles at Kansai Christian 
School. Michael will serve as chaplain while Chris will work in the 1st/2nd grade 
class as an assistant.  Please pray for the Masons that they will have 
opportunities to share Christ with the students. The Masons also request prayer 
for their f inancial support. They will not be able to visit with many of  their 
supporters in the U.S. this summer because of  their part in transitioning their 
church to the member's home. "Thanks again for all of your prayers and 
support. May you all have a wonderful summer," write the Masons. 

SIL Brazil Team 

On behalf  of the SIL Brazil Team, I want to thank you and the members of  the 
mission committee for providing the funds for Sheryl Silzer to come and present 
the Biblical Multicultural Teams Workshop to our team at our SIL Brazil 
Conference!  For some time Sheryl and I have tried to work out a time when she 
would be able to come. With Brazil being a large country (around the same size 
as continental U.S.) and our SIL Brazil Team being separated by thousands of 
miles, we are so thankful it worked out for Sheryl to come and give the 
workshop during our conference when our members had come together at one 
location. 

As our team and partners are made up of  a variety of  nationalities and ethnic 
backgrounds, and as the Personnel Coordinator I felt the urgency for our 
members to have this workshop to help us realize it takes the whole body 
working together and serving one another for us to be really effective as the 
body of Christ. We discovered all cultures together make up the image of  God, 
one culture is not more His image than another, and not to judge the behavior of 
people and those of  other cultures just because they do things differently. 
Sheryl’s workshop has helped us in understanding each other better, and will be 
a growing benef it in each of  our ministries. Our goal is to glorify the Lord in and 
through our lives to those we serve and with those with whom we serve. 

Thank you once again for blessing us and others by making it possible for 
Sheryl to come and minister to us in this way. 

May the Lord richly bless you. 

In Christ, 
Becky Spencer 

SIL Brazil Personnel Coordinator 

OUR MISSION FIELD 
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FAMILY NEWS 

New baby announcement 

 

� Congratulations to Pastor Chris & Michelle Koga in the birth of their third 

child, Alyssa Grace who was born on August 9 at 11:18 a.m. Little Alyssa 
weighed 7 lbs. 9 oz. Four-year-old Aiden and two-year-old Ella welcomed their 
new baby sister home. 

 

 

Letters to our church family 

� Dear GVBC Family, The family of  Ruth Ono is most grateful for the outpouring of love and support for the 

wonderful memorial service held on August 11. Thank you, Pastors Steve and Annette for your 
participation. Thank you to all the helpers and volunteers behind the scenes and thank you for the 
beautiful f lowers. Thanks also to the Esther Circle and other f riends who brought cookies for the reception. 
Margie, Evelynne & Ralph 

� Dear GVBC Family, The many expressions of  love I received during my recent hospitalization touched me 

deeply and I want to thank you all. The many prayers, beautiful f lowers, cards, telephone calls, delicious 
foods, and visits to the hospital and rehab center were so appreciated. I am truly blessed to be part of 
God’s family at GVBC. I am steadily recovering through His grace. Gratefully, George Y. Hirano 

� Dearest Family at GVBC and Pastor Steve, I do sincerely appreciate all of  your prayers and support 

during my health problems these past few months. I have had the last of my surgeries and hospital stays 
at Cedars Sinai — three surgeries within the last month and half  were more than I anticipated, but God 
has been so gracious with the health care I’ve received. My family and I have so much to be grateful 
about!  A big THANK YOU to Pastor Steve for driving out to Cedars to see me numerous times and 
praying for me each time I faced another surgery. He is so caring and I appreciate him so much!  May 
each of you be blessed and know His loving care — Gratefully, Yuri Ogawa. 

“Men as Promise Believers” 

2 Peter 1: 4 

“For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises” 

All GVBC men and their guests—college age and up—
please join us on October 13-14 for our Annual Men’s 
Retreat at Victory Ranch. 

The speaker for this year’s retreat will be one of  our former 
GVBC brothers, Pastor Kyle Shimazaki of  Evergreen Baptist 
San Gabriel Valley. 

Please join us f rom 
Saturday morning to 
Sunday noon for a great 
weekend of  fellowship, 
teaching and fun.  

Signups will begin Sunday, September 9 in the 
Courtyard between and af ter worship services. 

For questions and more information, please contact  

Yosh Amano at Matusalax@aol.com 

or Kent Komae at kkomae@aol.com. 

GVBC 2012 MEN’S RETREAT 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 
 
� New GVBC Class: Freed-up Financial Living 

This new class will meet once a week for six weeks 
to complete the course. Times and dates will be 
released soon. Money management and trusting 
God go hand-in-hand. The Freed-Up Financial 
Living curriculum outlines biblical essentials on 
earning, giving, saving, spending and reducing 
debt, while providing practical tips to help 
participants achieve their own f inancial, personal, 
and spiritual goals. Look for the signup table af ter 
Sunday worship services. Contact Silvio Carrara or 
Hermann Schurr through the church office. 

� Primetimer’s Tour 

•Follies in Palm Springs — Wednesday, Nov. 14; 
approx. cost is $139/person which includes the bus, 
lunch, and the Fabulous Follies performance. 
Payment DEADLINE is Sunday, September 2. 
For more information and to sign up, please contact 
Keiko Imatomi via the church office. 

� Office Closed Monday, September 3 for Labor Day 
� GVBC Bilingual Worship Service 

Saturday, September 8, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m., Sanctuary. 
Refreshments served in Room 201 after the service. 
Everyone welcome. The next bilingual worship service 
will be on Saturday, October 13. Contact Pastor       
Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Senior Care Center Outreach  

Saturdays of  September 8 and October 20 f rom 
1:50 — 3:10 p.m. at Driftwood Healthcare Center 
4109 Emerald Street, Torrance. Come out and 
befriend the residents of  Driftwood Healthcare 
Center. We will be sharing God’s love through 
craf ts, songs, His Word, and our time. Sign up 
through: Jodie Rivera at jodie_yoshida@yahoo.com 
or Mat Miyaguchi. 

� Classes Offered at GVBC 
Sunday, September 9, 12:30-4:30 p.m. 
�101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high 
school age and up. For those seeking information 
about GVBC and who would like to become a 
member and/or be baptized. Taught by Pastor 
Steve Langley and Pastoral Intern Layne Wakuta. 
�201 Class, Discovering Spiritual Maturi ty. 
Designed to help you develop spiritual maturity. 
Taught by Pastors Ron Matsuda and Chris Koga 
�301 Class, Discovering Ministry (part 1 
September 9 and part 2 September 16). Learn 
about your unique spiritual gif ts, your S.H.A.P.E. 
(Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, 

Experience) and take the next step in the ministry 
exploration process. Taught by Pastor           
Annette Kakimoto. 
�401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. 
Teaches you how to redef ine your life’s mission and 

how you can live as a witness to Christ. Taught by 
Pastors Daniel Matsuda and James Chang. 

• A light lunch is provided before each class. Register 
by checking off  the appropriate box on the back of  
your Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 
or e-mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in 
the subject line]. 

� Concert of Prayer 

Friday, September 14, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. [See article on page 7]. 

� Keep Gardena Beautiful 
Saturday, September 15, 7:45 a.m. meet at GVBC for 
prayer and work assignments. Afterwards, join other 
volunteers for lunch, 11:30 AM at Mas Fukai Park. 
Make a difference in our community by cleaning, 
picking up trash, gardening, or painting. Registration 
flyers in the Narthex counter. 

� Perspectives on the World Christian Movement 
Mondays f rom September 17 to January 14, 2013 
(excluding 12/24 & 12/31), 6:30 — 9:30 p.m., Room 
218/220. Perspectives on the World Christian 
Movement is a dynamic course where you can 
discover what God is doing around the world and 
consider your part in His purposes. This course will 
help you understand God's plan for our world — and 
for your life — as you explore the biblical, historical, 
strategic and cultural ways God is at work in the 
world around us. Classes will be held for 16 
sessions. Visit www.perspectives.org to register 
online or for more information please contact 
Thomas Park or email thomas.y.park@gmail.com. 
Scholarships available. 

� JEMS Ladies Luncheon 

Saturday, October 6, 8:00 a.m. — 1:30 p.m., 
Wintersburg Presbyterian Church, 2000 N. Fairview 
St., Santa Ana. Cost: $12 per person (make checks 
payable to JEMS). Workshop costs: pay workshop 
leaders directly. Payment DEADLINE: October 1. 
Eleven workshops to choose from. See flyer. Speaker 
is Nikole Lim, Founder and Executive Director of Freely 
in Hope which operates in Kenya. Flyers with 
registration form and more information are on the 
Narthex information counter. 

� Men’s Retreat 

Saturday, October 13 to Sunday, October 14, Victory 
Ranch. 

� Harvest Festival Wednesday, October 31 
� Daylight Savings Ends 

Sunday, November 4 — fall BACK one hour! 

 
KidZone Friday Night Summer Activities 

1st thru 5th Grade 

7:00 — 8:30 p.m. Community Hall  

August 24 — First Grade Welcome/Pizza Party 
August 31 — No Meeting 

Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689 
email: susan@gvbc.net 
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Issue 15 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, September 5. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, September 2. 

 

CONCERT OF PRAYER 
NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRY 

BY BOB MATSUSHIMA 

A Concert of  Prayer for our neighborhood will be held in the Sanctuary on September 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

Our whole church family will join together in one accord to pray for our neighbors, family and communi-
ty. During this time, we will seek our Lord’s covering, blessing and protection over those who live around 
us. We will seek His guidance, wisdom and grace as we live and work and minister here in Gardena and 
North Torrance and the areas where we reside. We will seek to love as He loves us. 

Worship will accompany our times of prayer as we seek to be His humble, obedient and loved servants. 

All are welcome. Please join us. 

“For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst.” 

Matthew 18:20. 

This Concert of  Prayer follows the Concert of  Prayer – Japan which was held this past March. At that 
time we prayed for the awakening of  the Japanese people to the Gospel and the relief  and recovery of 
the Tohoku region one year following the Tsunami and earthquake devastation. 

We hope to have future Concerts of Prayer, covering our Missions and Neighborhood Ministries twice 
per year. 

Contact Bob Matsushima via the church office. 

Christian Service Scholarship 

Recipients 

Congratulations to our scholarship 
recipients. They all have a wonderful 
servant’s heart. If  you see them 
around, please encourage them in 
their Christian journey of faith. 

 

Schessa Garbutt 
Grace Hayashi 
Claire Hirano 
Aaron Ishibashi 
Michelle Law 
Tommy Morse 
Reed Sata 
Kristi Shimazu 
Sheri Shimazu 
Lindsay Yoshiba 

 

To GVBC & the Scholarship Committee: 

Thank you for the award of the Christian 
Service Scholarship! 

I praise God for giving me the gift of a 
church family that is generous enough to 
support me both spiritually and through my 
education. 

Your gif t will be used to purchase books 
and supplies as I enter my f irst year at the 
Roski School of Fine Arts at USC. 

Pray for me that my faith stays strong and I 
bless the students and staff around me! 

Blessings, Schessa Garbutt 
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�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

� Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

Sunday, August 26 
Pastor James Chang ~ Getting Past Your Failures 

 

Sunday, September 2/Communion 
Missions Sunday 

 

Sunday, September 9 

Both services in the Community Hall 
Youth Sunday 

 

New Series on Balanced Finances 
 

Sunday, September 16 Teacher/Leader Dedication 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Balanced Finances 

 

Sunday, September 23 
Pastor Steve Langley~ Balanced Finances 

 

Sunday, September30 
Pastor Steve Langley~ Balanced Finances 

 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

  
“God’s power is greater than your past.” 

— Pastor James Chang  

Sunday sermon on 8-12-12 


